Parishes of ROSCREA, BOURNEA, KYLE & KNOCK

Dec 25% 2024

Fr. John Molloy: 086-8152828; Fr. Antun Pasalic: 087-6360978; Fr. Tom Corbett: 0505-21108;
Priest on Duty: 086-8246656 Sacristy: 0505-21539 Parish Office: 0505-31835 Eircode: E53 F599
Website: www.stcronanscluster.ie Email: roscrearc@gmail.com Facebook: Parishes of Roscrea, Bournea, Kyle & Knock

Weekday Mass Times Saturday Vigil Mass
Monday to Saturday Saint Cronan’s Church
Saint Cronan’s Church 6.30pm
10am

Parish Office
Opening Hours:
Mon. & Tues. 10am to 4pm
Wed. & Thurs. 10am to 1pm

Sunday Mass
Saint Cronan’s Church
11.30am

All Masses in Saint Cronan’s Church are available via Parish Radio or Webcam - ww.stcronanscluster.ie
Items for Parish Newsletter to be submitted by 11am each Wednesday please.

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK ROSCREA
Tues Dec 24" 10am:
Anniv: Eileen & Frankie De Lewis, Chapel Lane,
Birthday Remembrance of Noel Delaney, Legion Villas.
Tues Dec 24" 8pm:
Remembrance: Martin Cunningham, Legion Villas,
Anniv: George Johnson,
Anniv: Danny Bergin, Cloonagh,
Anniv: John Feehan, Carrig Roscrea.
Wed Dec 25™ 11.30am:
Anniv: Billy Delaney, Glebe View.
Thurs Dec 26" — NO MASS
Fri Dec 27% 10am:
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion
Adoration 2pm -6pm
Sat Dec 28™ 10am:
5% Anniv: Donie O’Meara, Green Street his parents Ned & Peg, his brother
Eamonn & Aunt May Stapleton,
Anniv: Mick Lynch, Assumption Park.
Sat Dec 28™ 6.30pm:
Anniv: Willie & Janet Ward & their grandson Aaron Nash,
Anniv: Dena O’Meara, Limerick St, & deceased members of the O’Meara
& Casey families.
Sun Dec 29t 11.30am:
1%t Anniv: Francis O’Meara, Kennedy Park,
Anniv: Mary Collins, Ashbury,

Anniv: Martin McCarthy & all members of the McCarthy & Harty families.

Couraguneen Tues Dec 24™ 6pm:

Anniv: Paddy & Margaret Ryan, Gortmullen & all family members,
Special Intention.

Knock Tues Dec 24" 7pm:

Anniv: Tommy Carey, Derrymore.

Anniv: Francis & Elizabeth Byrne, Kilmartin & all deceased members
of the Byrne family.

Journey Prayer
Arise with me in the morning, Travel with me
through the day, welcome me on my arrival, God be
with me all the way. AMEN

I am a child of God
God has great plans for me
He has called me by name and | am his
I will not fear God is with me
I am God’s masterpiece
The spirit of God lives in me

Childs Prayer at the Crib
Thank you, Jesus, for coming to us,
For the shelter of the stable
For the love of Mary
For the care of Joseph
For the shepherds and the 3 Wise Men
For the donkey, the cow and the sheep.
Dear Jesus, bless me
Bless my family and friends
Help me to share my presents, my gifts, my toys and my
love. Amen

Our Prayer to our Guardian Angel
Angel sent by God to Guide us
Be our Light and Walk beside us
Be our Guardian and Protect us
On the Paths of Life Direct us. Amen
Thank You
Generous Loyal Parishioners, Valerie and Lorraine Parish
Office, Altar Servers, Sacristans, Adoration Group, Eucharistic
Ministers, Ministry of the Word and Holy Communion Team,
Anita & her loyal voluntary Team in our Parish Shop, Legion of
Mary, Readers, Collectors, Counters, Flame of Love Prayer
Group, Choirs, Singers, Cantors, Organists, Musicians,
Decorators, Flower Arrangers Group, Pastoral Council, Parish
Councils, Cleaners, Grounds Workers, CE Scheme, Principals,
Teachers, School Staffs, Boards of Management, Parents
Committees, Youth Centre, Hall Committees, Undertakers,
Gravediggers, Graveyard Committees, Saint Vincent de Paul,
Bereavement Support, Doctors, Nurses, Carers, Gardai,
Ambulance, Pharmacy’s, Post Office,
Thanks and Appreciation to all of the above who contribute
majorly to Church and Community life here in St. Cronan’s
Pastoral Area.
Us 3 Priests John, Antun and Tom sincerely Thank You for all
your personal generosity and kindness to us.
To each Parishioner Thank You for all your generous weekly
contributions and also your generosity to so many other causes
especially our outreach to the poor.
A Blessed Happy, Healthy and Holy Christmas to each one of
you and your Families. You are all in our Prayers and Masses
for Christmas. Fr’s John, Antun and Tom.

Thoughts for Christmas & New Year
As long as we have memories, Yesterday remains.
As long as we have Hope, tomorrow awaits.
As love as we have care, today is wonderful.
As long as You have GOD
anything and everything is possible. Amen

A Christmas Prayer
Give us, Lord Jesus, the eyes of children, to see your birth with
Christmas wonder. Help us to share in the songs of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the Wise
Ones. Close the door on hate, and open the door of love, all over
the world. Let kindness come with every gift, and blessing with
every greeting. Deliver us from danger, by the blessing Christ
brings, and teach us to be content with clean hearts.
May Christmas morning make us happy to be your children and
Christmas evening bring us to rest with grateful thought;
forgiving and forgiven. Amen

- Robert Louis Stevenson
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Christmas Reflection

The Shepherds: Symbols of Faith, Hope, Conversion and
Love.

Symbols of Faith
The shepherds did not question the angel’s command to
go to Bethlehem. They valued the call. Of course they
wondered: Why Us? but they did not hesitate to respond
working it over in their minds should we or shouldn’t we
go. It was a moment of faith, of trust. They went in
haste.
We too often get a call, a thought, an idea when we are
still and quiet. Often for some unknown reason we follow
this notion this inspiration.
Will I put on my cloak and venture out into the
darkness to find the Light of Christ?

Symbols of Hope:
The Jewish people were waiting for the Messiah, someone
to save them from unjust political power, and this
included the shepherds. In hope they went to Bethlehem.
Were they disappointed when they arrived at a stable
door? Or, did it take just one look to realize the Saviour
had arrived.
When have we expected something that came in the
wrong packaging only to later realize
it was just what we needed?

Symbols of Conversion

God has a way of shocking us, shaking things up. Telling
the shepherds first was a great idea [God often has them}.
His first invitation was to invite people from the bottom of
the social ladder. Change often occurs from the bottom
up. The shepherds being outcasts and often mistrusted had
nothing to lose. Indeed, they were amazed with the
command as well as the recognition.
After receiving God’s call will I help make the
necessary changes needed for joy and peace
for all?

Symbols of Love
The Shepherds are symbols of love due to their constant
care for their sheep. Keeping them safe and out of danger
was of utmost importance to them. We too are like
shepherds as we care for our children, family and home.
We do our best to protect the vulnerable in our community
by promoting social justice. Spiritually we guard our
hearts and minds from evil.
Who are the shepherds today that bring us the Good
News?
The shepherds adored and glorified the Babe in the
manger much to the surprise of the parents. Mary and
Joseph must have been amazed by the sight of these
dubious outsiders but they welcomed them. Pope Francis
says that we too must welcome the stranger because the
Gospel message and its teacher, Jesus, is for everyone.
May you be the recipient of the great gifts of faith, hope
and love and share them during this holy season of
Christmas.

Roscrea Tidy Towns
“You use lots of forums to communicate with the Community
with an active Facebook page as well as the Parish Newsletter,
Newspaper and even on Radio...
the Post Office and PJ Aherns Victualler are truly a sight to
behold...
Another nice and colourful shop front was the Home Care
Furniture Store with the use of Irish in its signage...
The newly installed Hare mural looks amazing and most of the
older murals are looking fresh and vibrant...
Lovely to see the little cast iron water pump on the Birr
approach Road...
Throughout Roscrea there are many native trees planted of
different varieties, well maintained and in good health and add
significantly to the visual and environment impact of the
town...
Bernie’s Wildflower Meadow is coming on...The Irises looked
beautiful in the Environmental Garden and a lovely Blackbird
was taking a dip in the little water feature under the
bridge...The planting in the Sensory Garden was also looking
very well with a selection of Roses of varying colours whose
perfume filled the air. A lovely amenity which was buzzing with
Bees during the visit...
It was super to see the initiative been taken by E53 Coffee
House who were offering bags of their used coffee grounds for
free to passers-by. These make great compost for mulch. Buladh
Bos to all at ES3!...
We loved the initiative of E53 and wonder if there is
opportunity for the Tidy Towns Team to work with more local
cafes to collect their grounds and add to your compost beds”???
Extracts from this years National Adjudicators Report in Tidy
Towns. Well done Committee, CE, Supervalu, Council and
every Resident in Roscrea. Fr. John

God’s Blessing
At this special time of year
May God onto you all bestow
The blessings of his special son
To help you as you go

The special child, who came to save us
Who would die, that we might live
So, on this holy night of nights
Our praise and thanks we give

To all those very dear to you
And all prayers within your heart
May he send them all his loving peace
And his blessings on all, impart

- Joe Moloughney




